[Immunocytochemical study of the spinal distribution of substance P, enkephalins, cholecystokinin and serotonin in amyotrophic lateral sclerosis].
Using immunocytochemical methods, a severe loss of substance P, but not of enkephalin, cholecystokinin and serotonin containing fibers was observed in lamina IX of the spinal cords from 4 amyotrophic lateral sclerosis cases. Substance P-fibers were decreased before degeneration of motoneurons. They were normal in the remaining spinal gray matter.